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Rep. Jason Chaffetz

            Latest Chaffetz Oversight News: 

Rep. Chaffetz Introduces HR 6145 to Prevent Lawmakers  from Cheating on their TaxesWASHINGTON, DC – Today Representative Jason Chaffetz  (R-UT) introduced HR 6145, a House companion bill to S 3791, which was  introduced earlier today by Senator Tom Coburn, MD (R-OK).  HR 6145 would require Members of Congress to disclose their  delinquent tax liability, would require an ethics inquiry into that delinquency,  and would garnish the wages of a Member with a delinquent federal tax  liability.Earlier this year Rep. Chaffetz introduced HR 4735, which  would terminate the employment of current federal employees, and prohibit the  hiring of future federal employees, who have a “seriously delinquent tax debt.”  Today, Sen. Coburn also introduced S 3790, a  Senate companion bill to HR 4735.“Lawmakers have an obvious  obligation to the American people to lead by example, and should not enjoy a  double standard when it comes to paying their taxes.  In fact, they should be  held to an even higher standard because of the public trust placed in them,”  said Mr. Chaffetz. "Not even Members of Congress are above the laws they write.”  In 2009, the Internal Revenue  Service (IRS) found nearly 100,000 civilian federal employees were delinquent on  their federal income taxes, owing over $1 billion in unpaid taxes.  When  considering retirees and members of the military, more than 282,000 federal  employees owed $3.3 billion in back taxes.  Recently, the Washington Post  reported that congressional staff, and possibly lawmakers, had tax delinquency  totaling at least $9.3 million last year alone.  ###   Click here for more Chaffetz news.           
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